CHARLES   DICKENS
Oliver Twist

CHARLES DICKENS (1812-70) was born near Portsmouth, but
by the time he was eleven his family had settled in London,
His early years saw much poverty, and the experiences of
those years are often reflected in his writings. He was never
tired of speaking and writing on behalf of the poor and
downtrodden.

His first real book, Pickwick Papers (1837), was his first
great success. Even while Pickwick Papers was being finished,
he was writing Oliver Twist (1837), which in its own way
was as striking a success as its predecessor. Other famous
novels of Dickens are The Old Curiosity Shop (1840) and
David Copperfield (1849),

Oliver Twist is a long and rambling story of the life of a
poor workhouse-boy. Goaded by the inhumanity of the work-
house-officials, he runs away and falls into the hands of Fagin,
a rascally old Jew, the trainer of thieves. Bill Sikes, a pic-
turesque burglar, is attached to Fagin's gang. In the end
Oliver turns out to be somebody important, and virtue has
its reward, The actual story is unimportant; what matters
is the way in which Dickens describes the characters in the
story, and the way in which he exposes the evils of the old
workhouse-system.

Our extract is the best-known passage in the book, where
Oliver " asks for more." From his infancy he had boarded
out at Mrs Mann's establishment, but now the time has
come for him to return to the workhouse, his birthplace.
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